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Health Care Costs 1

Ask any business owner to name their fastest growing business expense and the answer is undoubtedly the rising cost of health insurance for their employees.  The business community has even reported that spiraling health care costs prevent them from creating more jobs and ultimately, from competing in the world economy.

There is one simple way we can reduce health care costs here in Wisconsin:  continue funding the state’s comprehensive Tobacco Prevention and Control Program.

Dollars spent on tobacco prevention and control efforts are a good investment, even in tough economic times.   Consider this fact: Wisconsin spends $2.8 billion annually to treat smoking-related diseases.

It makes perfect sense to invest in a program that helps smokers quit and keeps kids from starting, since those efforts reduce future health care costs.  In fact, for each smoker that the program helps quit, Wisconsin saves $1,623 in Medicaid and other healthcare costs.  

Research also shows that for each dollar invested in a tobacco prevention and control program at least $3.60 is saved in future smoking-related healthcare costs.

Saving lives and reducing health care costs.  That’s a sound investment for our Legislature and a win for all Wisconsinites.

Health Care Costs 2

There’s been much debate over the spiraling cost of health care.  The impact of the costs has hit so hard that some employers have been systematically cutting back employee health benefits, or in extreme cases, eliminating coverage altogether.  

Here’s a solution that offers a win-win scenario for all sides:  Continue funding the state’s Tobacco Prevention and Control Program.

As investments go, this is one of the easiest and most painless ways to save health care dollars.   For each dollar invested in tobacco prevention and control, $3.60 is saved in future smoking-related healthcare costs.

Those dollars quickly add up when you consider Wisconsin spends $2.8 billion annually to treat smoking-related diseases. In fact, for each smoker the program helps quit, Wisconsin saves $1,623 in Medicaid and other health care costs.  Even better, the Tobacco Prevention and Control Program can help reduce future costs (as well as death and disease) by reaching our kids before they become lifelong smokers.

Investing in the Tobacco Prevention and Control Program is a great value, especially during these tough economic times.  Short-term savings pale in comparison to the potential long-term savings our state will benefit from – even in just a few short years.

