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General Message 1

Judging by the latest reports from the State Capitol, it’s clear that Wisconsin legislators and the governor have some tough decisions to make when it comes to balancing the state’s budget.

Many valuable programs are being discussed, like the state’s ten-year-old Tobacco Prevention and Control Program. 

My hope is that our legislators thoughtfully consider a few facts before making final funding decisions for this critical program.

· Since the program’s inception, smoking rates have dropped dramatically: by 67 percent for middle school students and 46 percent for high school students.  Even 21 percent fewer adults are smoking today than ten years ago.

· The more people who quit, the more health care costs drop.  For each smoker who quits, Wisconsin saves $1,623 in Medicaid and other healthcare costs.  Further, for every dollar invested in tobacco prevention, states save $3.60 in tobacco-caused healthcare costs.

Perhaps the greatest reason to continue funding is to protect our kids from a life of addiction.  The tobacco industry continues to develop and market new products specifically aimed at teens.  “Candy-flavored” tobacco products are the newest rage, and with the industry’s marketing budget of $274 million a year for Wisconsin alone, it’s an uphill battle.  The state’s Tobacco Prevention and Control program is one of our strongest counter-marketing efforts – and it’s proven it can deliver real results.

Dollars spent on comprehensive tobacco control efforts are a sound investment.   Funding the program will save lives, taxpayer money and protect our kids.  

General Message 2

This spring, Wisconsin’s legislators will be charged with the difficult task of reconciling our state’s budget.  There are many worthy programs up for discussion, including the Wisconsin Tobacco Prevention and Control Program.  

When it comes to getting the biggest bang for the state’s buck, I would argue that the state’s tobacco prevention program is one of the best deals around.

For just a modest investment over the past ten years, we’ve seen significant results:  Middle school smoking rates dropped 67 percent while high school rates fell 46 percent.  Even adult smoking rates dropped 21 percent.  

And the drops in smoking rates are just part of the story.  For each smoker who quits, Wisconsin saves $1,623 in Medicaid and other healthcare costs.   Research shows that for every dollar invested in tobacco prevention, the state saves $3.60 in tobacco-caused healthcare costs.

So with a modest investment, we’ve seen tremendous gains.  Continuing our investment is not only a smart decision; it’s a necessary one.  

Sadly, the tobacco industry has taken aim at our kids – again – by developing and selling new “candy-flavored” tobacco products.  Because the industry’s marketing efforts top $274 million a year in Wisconsin alone, strong local outreach and counter-marketing efforts are needed to educate our kids about these threats.  And there’s no one more up to the challenge than the state’s Tobacco Prevention and Control Program.

The success of Wisconsin’s Tobacco Prevention and Control Program is indisputable.  Now it’s time for Wisconsin’s legislators to continue funding the program, a program that saves lives, taxpayer dollars and protects our kids.
